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This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims 

1. (Currently Amended) A method for using storage slots, comprising: 
receiving a move command to move a portable data storage medium from a source data 

transfer element address to a destination storage element address; 

locating an empty storage slot that has no association with the destination storage element 
address; 

moving the portable data storage medium from the source data transfer element address to 
the located empty storage slot; and 

storing an association between the located empty storage slot and the destination storage 
element address. 

2. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein locating locates a closest empty 
storage slot. 

3. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein storing the association further 
comprises: 

updating one or more tables. 

4. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

assi gning a storage element count to each one of multiple logical libraries, wherein the 
sum of the storage element count for each 'one of the multiple logical libraries exceeds the total 
number of storage slots in the librar y, wherein the library is partitioned into the multiple logical 
libraries . 
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5. (Original) The method of claim 4 5 wherein the storage element count for one or 
more of the multiple logical libraries is equal to a total number of storage slots in a library. 

6. (Original) The method of claim 4, further comprising: 

allowing one or more of the multiple logical libraries to be associated with any storage 
slot in a library. 

7. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

assigning a storage slot count greater than a total number of storage slots in a library to 
one or. more logical libraries, wherein the library is partit ioned into the one or more logical 
libraries ; 

adding new storage slots to the library; and 

allowing one or more of the logical libraries to be associated with the newly added 
storage slots. 

8. (Original) The method of claim 7, wherein the storage slot count equals a 
maximum number of storage slots that may subsequently be in the library. 

9. (Original) The method of claim 7, further comprising: 
adding a new frame to the library that includes the new storage slots. 

1 0. (Original) The method of claim 7, wherein the new storage slots comprise storage 
slots whose status is changed from a status of not being eligible to be associated with one or 
more of the logical libraries to being eligible to be associated with one or more of the logical 



libraries. 
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11. (Currently Amended) An article of manufacture for using storage slots, wherein 
the article of manufacture is capable of causing operations to be performed, the operations 
comprising: 

receiving a move command to move a portable data storage medium from a source data 
transfer element address to a destination storage element address; 

locating an empty storage slot that has no association with the destination storage element 
address; 

moving the portable data storage medium from the source data transfer element address to 
the located empty storage slot; and 

storing an association between the located empty storage slot and the destination .storage 
element address. 

1 2. (Original) The article of manufacture of claim 1 1 , wherein operations for locating 
further comprise operations for locating a closest empty storage slot, 

13. (Original) The article of manufacture of claim 1 1 wherein the operations for 
storing the association further comprise: 

updating one or more tables. 

1 4. (Currently Amended) The article of manufacture of claim 1 1 , wherein the 
operation s further compri se : 

assigning a storage element count to each one of multiple logical libraries, wherein the 
sum of the storage element count for each one of the multiple logical libraries exceeds the total 
number of storage slots in the librar y, wherein the library is partitioned into the multiple log ical 
libraries . 
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1 5. (Original) The article of manufacture of claim 1.4, wherein the storage element 
count for one or more of the multiple logical libraries is equal to a total number of storage slots 
in a library. 

16. (Original) The article of manufacture of claim 14, wherein the operations further 
comprise: 

allowing one or more of the multiple logical libraries to be associated with any storage 
slot in a library. 

1 7. (Currently Amended) The article of manufacture of claim 1 1 > wherein the 
operations further comprise: 

assigning a storage slot count greater than a total number of storage slots in a library to 
one or more logical librarie s, wherein the library is partitioned into the one or more logical 

adding new storage slots to the library; and 

allowing one or more of the logical libraries to be associated with the newly added 
storage slots. 

18. (Original) The article of manufacture of claim 17, wherein the storage slot count 
equal s a maximum number of storage slots that may subsequently be in the library. 

19. (Original) The article of manufacture of claim 1 7, wherein the operations further 
comprise: 

adding a new frame to the library that includes the new storage slots. 

20. (Original) The article of manufacture of claim 17, wherein the new storage slots 
comprise storage slots whose status is changed from a status of not being eligible to be associated 
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with one or more of the logical libraries to being eligible to be associated with one or more of the 
logical libraries. 

2 1 . (Currently Amended) A library, comprising: 

means for receiving a move command to move a portable data storage medium from a 
source data transfer element address to a destination storage element address; 

means for locating an empty storage slot that has no association with the destination 
storage element address; 

means for moving the portable data storage medium from the source data transfer element 
address to the located empty storage slot; and 

means for storing an association between the located empty storage slot and the 
destination storage element address. 

22. (Original) The library of claim 21, wherein means for locating comprises means 
for locating a closest empty storage slot. 

23. (Original) The library of claim 21, wherein storing the association further 



means for updating one or more tables. 

24. (Currently Amended) The library of claim 2 1 , further comprising: 
means for assigning a storage element count to each one of multiple logical libraries, 
wherein the sum of the storage element count for each one of the multiple logical libraries 
exceeds the total number of storage slots in the librar y, wherein the library is partitioned into the 
multiple logical libraries . 



comprises: 



Page 6 of 12 



PAGE 9115 * RCVD AT 12/14/2004 5:38:24 PM [Eastern Standard Time] 1 SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-1/0 * DNiS:8729306 1 CSID:31 05567984 * DURATION (mnws):04-30 



'12/ 14/203 J l*s : 39 



31 35567S8* 



KONRAD RAYMES VICTOR 



FA3.E 18/15 



Amdt dated December 14, 2004 

Reply to Office action of September 14. 2004 



Serial Xo. 10/646.234 
Docket No. TUC920020057US1 



Firm No. 0022.0026 

25. (Original) The library of claim 24, wherein the storage element count for one or 
more of the multiple logical libraries is equal to a total number of storage slots in a library. 

26. (Original) The library of claim 24, further comprising: 

means for allowing one or more of the multiple logical libraries to be associated with any 
storage slot in a library. 

27. (Currently Amended) The library of claim 21 , further comprising: 

means for assigning a storage slot count greater than a total number of storage slots in a 
library to one or more logical libraries , wherein the library is partitioned into the one or moTe 
logical libraries; 

means for adding new storage slots to the library; and 

means for allowing one or more of the logical libraries to be associated with the newly 
added storage slots. 

28. (Original) The library of claim 27, wherein the storage slot count equals a 
maximum number of storage slots that may subsequently be in the library. 

29. (Original) The library of claim 27, further comprising: 

means for adding a new frame to the library that includes the new storage slots. 

30. (Original) The library of claim 27, wherein the new storage slots comprise storage 
slots whose status is changed from a status of not being eligible to be associated with one or 
more of the logical libraries to being eligible to be associated with, one or more of the logical 
libraries. 
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